NEWS FROM THE

Branches on the Vine

OLD PIPE ORGAN FINDS
NEW HOME AT
PASTORAL CENTER

An old pipe organ that fell silent in
Enfield is now living a new life in
Bloomfield, where it is captivating
Catholic music-lovers once again.

Having served parishioners for many
years at St. Adalbert Church in Enfield,
the pipe organ is now providing music

for the liturgies at St. Thomas Chapel at

the Pastoral Center in Bloomfield,
where it is being enjoyed by
archdiocesan employees and invited
guests.

The organ from St. Adalbert Church
was built in 1986 by J. W. Walker &
Sons, currently located in Devizes,
Wilshire, England, and it was installed
at St. Adalbert that same year.

“It’s rare because Walker only built
about eight in America,” says Stephan
Maier, owner of Stephan Maier Tracker
Organs in Orange, Mass., who services
organs throughout New England.
Maier honed his specialized craft,
learning to repair and tune organs in
his homeland of Germany.

The organ, which served the St.
Adalbert community, became available
after the community was merged into
St. Jeanne Jugan Parish in 2022 and the
church was subsequently closed in
2024.

Story by Shelley Wolf

Maier’s work on the organ began last
September. “An instrument like this is
not like a piano. You can't just roll it
into a truck, and then roll it into a
new place,” Maier says. “You
completely dismantle it, and then you
completely reassemble it and, in the
process, we check all the pieces and
we refurbish what needs to be
refurbished”

“Every instrument is unique,” he
adds. Working on each pipe organ is
“like building a house”

After reassembly and repairs, Maier’s
team returned in January to complete
the job. “We make some adjustments
to the sound of the organ, what we
call voicing, the tonal work,” he
explains, “because that needs to be
adjusted to the building now that the
organ is at St. Thomas Chapel”

According to the Pipe Organ
Database of the Organ Historical
Society, the pipe organ from St.
Adalbert was built in a traditional
design, with hinged doors that
enclose the keyboards. It is a classic
“mechanical stop action” instrument
with two manuals (keyboards) and 24
stops (knobs that indirectly control
the air flow over the pipes), with draw
knobs in vertical rows and a concave

radiating pedalboard.

Pipe organs produce sound by
driving pressurized air through the
organ pipes as directed from the
keyboard. This organ is known as a
“tracker organ” because it uses
“trackers,” or thin strips of wood, to
create a pulling motion that links
the key or pedal pressed by the
organist to the valve that allows air
to flow into the pipes.

“In the genre of pipe organs, there
are mechanical organs and organs
that are still pipe organs but they
have an electric action. This one has
a mechanical action path. And
therefore, it’s called a tracker organ,”
Maier says. “So, the only electric
part in this instrument is actually
the blower that generates what we
call the wind, or the air pressure for
the organ.

“But everything else is strictly
mechanical and, in that sense, it is a
little more complicated than, say, an
electric action organ, where you just
have a bunch of wires and contacts
and magnets,” he explains.

“And essentially this [mechanical]
type of organ is what Bach and
Mendelssohn played on,” Maier
notes, “because in those days there
wasn't electricity, so it was all
mechanical”




Upcoming Events

2/16 SUNDAY 12PM
ZITIWITH YOUR SWEETIE DINNER
St. Anthony, Parish Center,
70 Washington Ave, New Haven
$15 per person, $5 for children under 10 years old.

For information, menu, or to make a reservation,
please call Sandy at 203-710-6582 or 203-387-1935

02/22 SATURDAY 6PM

THREE TO THRIVE | POST CANA EVENING

St. Mary, Church Hall, 731 Main St,
Branford
An event for young couples {married 1T month - 5 years). Laying
the groundwork: Why praying together as a couple is important.

RSVP or for more info call: Anne: 985-790-1054
Darryl: 985-790-1053

03/6 - 05/15 THURSDAYS 9:45AM
THE NEW DAY SEMINAR
Church of St. Ann, 289 Arch Rd, Avon

Are you, or someone you know, grieving the loss of a loved one?
Seminar sessions are focused on different facets of grief, guided
by the New Day Journal. A typical meeting begins with prayers
followed by reflection and voluntary sharing.

If interested, please contact the parish office at 860-673-9858
ext. 221

03/19 WEDNESDAY 10:30AM

MASS FOR THE CT MARCH FOR LIFE
Cathedral of Saint Joseph,

140 Farmington Ave, Hartford

Join us for Mass at 10:30 AM at the Cathedral of Saint Joseph
before the Connecticut March for Life! After Mass, head to the
rally at 210 Capitol Ave, Hartford at noon, followed by the 1PM
march.

FEB. - MAY. 6:30PM
DISCERNING HEARTS
Hosted by the Apostles of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus

Hosting several opportunities for women ages 18-35 who are
discerning a call to consecrated life to meet the sisters at a teaq,
followed by a hour of adoration at several of the Archdiocese’s
parishes.

Feb. 19, Avila House, Newington

Mar. 19, St. Mary, New Haven

May 21, St. Francis, New Britain

Questions? Contact Sr. Colleen at 203-506-4653
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AT ST. MARTIN DE PORRES CHURCH

Every Sunday in February
accompanying the 10:00 AM Mass

Sunday, February 2
Liturgical Praise Dancer

Sunday, February 9
The Rahsaan Langley Project

Sunday, February 16
Honorable Robin L. Wilson

Sunday, February 23
St. Martin de Porres Gospel Choir
& Naomi Wharry, Yale Trombonist

136 Dixwell Ave, New Haven CT

Open. House

The New England Catholic
Biblical School (NECBS)

invites you to come visit

an in-person or virtual class

to see how studying all 73 books of the Bible
can change your life!
Come visit a class any time
between January 27 - April 30!

Scan the QR code or visit:

NewEnglandCatholicBiblicalSchool.com

or contact Judy K at 860.242.5573

Archdiocese of Hartford

860-541-6491




